
  

THE  STEEPLE 
The mission of the Episcopal Church of the Nativity, as part of the family of God, is to proclaim and spread the 

word and work of God through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, by Eucharistic worship and 

by ministry to the world. 

                               The Church of the Nativity                    October 1, 2008 

Being the Body 
With great enthusiasm, we welcomed new families to Nativity Sunday evening at the Blue Apron Hospi-

tality Ministryôs dinner for folks who have joined Nativity in the past year.   Lay leaders and clergy gave a 

snapshot view of the many vibrant ministries that enable us to be Christôs body.  We encouraged our new-

comers to ñjump inò and get involved.  After all, that is why we are a part of the church---we are here to 

find God and then to offer our lives in love and service as Christôs body.  We are the ministers of the 

churchðevery one of us.  And we do that in so many ways.   
 

Several of our new families are already getting involved and I had one brand new family offer their time 

and talent to five different ministries from worship related to Habitat for Humanity to the Adult Learning 

Center!  The key phrase is get involved and be Christôs body.  We are not volunteers for the church.  Let 

me say that again.  We are not volunteers for the church like we volunteer for our neighborhood associa-

tions, our childrenôs schools, our alma maters, the museum, or even the Heals Clinic.  Afterall, we donôt 

volunteer in our familiesé.we simply do our part.  

We are the ministers of the church and a part of Christôs body.  Paul gives us that great metaphor in 1st 

Corinthians and lets us know that every one of us is important and every one of us is called to offer our 

talent and time and resources as a part of Christôs body. So when a vestry member or a clergy or a minis-

try chair calls you and asks for your time, donôt weigh that against your other ñvolunteerò commitments.  

Ask yourself, is God calling me to this ministry and how can I be the part of the body I was baptized to 

be?   
 

We are gaining a new sense of that at Nativity this fall.  Sundays and Wednesdays are brimming with peo-

ple who are claiming their place in our parish family so the entire body of Christ can be whole and func-

tioning. We have more people in Church School this fall than we have had in years.  September worship 

attendance averaged over 500 a Sunday!   We have an incredible group of teachers on Sundays and 

Wednesdays and other days during the week.  Our annual Habitat for Humanity House is being built on a 

different schedule, allowing for many more folks to get involved.  This week, the Reflections Bible Study 

is meeting there instead of at the church and they are working on the house together.  One Cursillo Reun-

ion Group is placing felt on all of the chairs in the chapel to protect the floors.   Weôve just trained 12 new 

lectors, six Lay Eucharistic Ministers, and we have six new Altar Guild members!   

Pray about Godôs call to you through Nativity.  Here are some ways you can be a part of our family and 

make Christôs body stronger:   
 

Adult Learning Center Tutor (Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays) 

Habitat For Humanity Builder (Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays) 

Office  Workers and Receptionists (any day during the week) 

Pastoral Care Friends 

Eucharistic Visitors for the Homebound 

New Van Ministry to pick up people for the 11:00 Sunday Service 

Stewardship Ministry 

Blue Apron Hospitality Ministry  

Ushers 

Choristers (all ages from Joyful Noise, to Treble Choir to Nativity Adult Choir) 

Parish Life Team 
 

We need for EVERYBODY to be a part of the Pictorial Directory.  Almost 400 households have 

signed up so far, but we need more of you.  Weôve extended the dates after Fall Break, so go on-line and 

sign up.  Many thanks to Cynde Tannehill who has taken on the monumental task of coordinating this 

important effort.   
 

Start praying about your Stewardship gift to Godôs work through Nativity in 2009.  The campaign 

will kick -off in November.  It is all about your relationship with God and gratitude for Christôs love you 

receive and share.   
 

Participate.  Grow.  Love.  Preserve our Heritage.  Strengthen our Ministries!    
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PARISH LIFE 

ECW Bazaar and Bake Sale   2008  - Coming Soon!  This year's Episcopal Church 
Womenôs Bazaar will be Thursday, November 20th .  

  
 The Bazaar begins at 10:30 a.m. 
  Luncheon seatings are offered at 11:15 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. 
  Take-out Lunches may be picked up between 10:30 and 11:30.  
  

  `````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````   
Produced by the ECW, the Nativity Bazaar is our parish's outstanding opener of the holiday 
season.   Traditionally held on the Thursday  prior  to Thanksgiving, the bazaar offers great 
shopping for holiday gifts, crafts and baked goods.  In addition, the Bazaar offers a 
delicious eat-in or  take-out lunch.  This year's Bazaar is chaired by Beth Chenoweth and 
Renee Grelier.    
                                
The success of the Nativity Bazaar depends on the help of our wonderful parish. You 

can help both by attending  and by sharing your unique talents as a volunteer in any of the following areas.    
  
Please contact the Chair listed below or by stop by the Bazaar Booth in Ridley Hall  which will be set up after each service 
beginning October 5th.  
   
Bake Sale  
Are you a baker?   Do you have one of those amazing recipes that bring rave reviews?  We need your help!  Make your 
plans now to donate homemade baked goods, cakes, muffins, breads, rolls, canned preserves, pickles, cheese straws, or 
any wonderful homemade dish of your choice.  Peggy Serio is organizing donations for Bake Sale Chairs, Lane Tutt and 
Andrea Vandervoort, to sale at the Bazaar.  Please call Peggy today at 881-6242 to let her know what you'd like to 
donate.   
  

Frozen/Refrigerated  Foods  
If you love to cook and  have a favorite casserole recipe, our Frozen Food Chairs, Jewell Reynolds and Beezie Lindsey, 
need you!  We even have recipes that we can share with you if you need inspiration.    Peggy Serio is also organizing the 
donations for this committee  and will be happy to take your call for a donation at 881-6242 .  
  

Luncheon  
Tickets for  the seated luncheon as well as take-out lunches are now on sale.  Tickets are $12  each or $10 each for 
purchases of 8 or more tickets.   Call Marilyn Grundy at 533 -9546 for seated luncheon reservations OR  order a take-out 
lunch by calling Holly Ellis at   563-1796 .   These may also be purchased at the Bazaar Booth after each service beginning 
October 5th.  
  
Crafts  
The ECW Bazaar will have an exciting Crafts section this year.  We need all vendor applications 
in by October 31st, and if you are interested in being a part of this year's Crafts Fair please 
contact  our Crafts Chair, Kim Windham ,  at 536-7606 or by email at: 
rkwindham@bellsouth.net .  
  

Raffle  
Summer McClung and Sarah Gessler have wonderful items lined up for the raffle.  Tickets will be 
on sale soon and can be purchased by contacting Summer at 534-5619 or at the Bazaar Booth 
after the services. 
  

Decorations  
Anne Pollard and Minnie Lois Neal are creating beautiful   Table Decorations.  These will also be for sale at the end of the 
event. 
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